Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.134; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.4.
In the title compound, C 12 H 7 NO 5 , the dihedral angle between the isoindole-1,3-dione plane and the least-squares plane of the furan ring is 89.2 (2) . In the crystal structure, molecules are linked through intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming centrosymmetric dimers.
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For related literature, see: Abdel & Atef (2004) ; Allen et al. (1987) ; King & Kidd (1951) ; Qian et al. (2006) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: CAD-4 Software (Enraf-Nonius, 1989); cell refinement: CAD-4 Software; data reduction: XCAD4 (Harms & Wocadlo, 1995); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
mediate for the synthesis of aspartic acid (King & Kidd, 1951) . Here, we report its crystal structure.
The dihedral angle between the isoindole-1,3-dione plane and the plane of cyclopentane-1,3-dione is 90.0 (2)°. All the bond lengths are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) and comparable to the values observed in other similar compounds (Qian et al., 2006) . In the crystal structure, the molecules are linked through intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds, forming centrosymmetric dimers.
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized according to a literature method (Qian et al., 2006) . L-aspartic acid (13.3 g, 0.1 mol) reacted with N-carboethoxy phthalimide (21.9 g, 0.1 mol) in 200 ml of water and 23.3 g (0.21 mol) of sodium carbonate.
As a result, 21.3 g of the N-phthaloyl-L-aspartic acid was obtained (yield, 81%). 10.8 g of the title compound was obtained through heating of N-phthaloyl-L-aspartic acid (13.2 g, 0.05 mol) in 30 ml of acetic anhydride under reflux for 20 minutes. Subsequently, 0.1 g of the title compound was dissolved in acetic acid (20 ml). Single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by spontaneous evaporation of the solvent.
Refinement
All H atoms were geometrically positioned and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with C-H distance in the range 0.93-0.98 Å, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. supplementary materials sup-6 Fig. 1 
